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 INTRODUCTION 
 

The Refugee Programs Branch, 
California Department of Social 
Services is publishing this 
Resources Directory to inform 
communities of the services and 
resources available for refugees in 
the State of California.  The 
agencies included in this directory 
responded to an invitation sent to 
all California refugee service  
agencies requesting a description 
of their services.  The Refugee 
Programs Branch extends its 
appreciation to all the agencies 
that responded and are 
represented in the directory.  If you 
have any changes or wish to have 
your agency included in future 
editions of this directory, please 
follow the instructions on the last 
page of this directory. 
 
For any questions or comments, 
Please contact: 
 

Refugee Programs Branch 
       744 P Street, MS 6-646 
       Sacramento, California 95814 

(916) 654-6379 
www.dss.cahwnet.gov/refugeeprogram 

E-Mail: RPB@DSS.CA.GOV 
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       STATE ADVISORY COUNCIL (SAC) 
                ON REFUGEE ASSISTANCE AND SERVICES 
 
In accordance with the Refugee Act of 1980, the California State Advisory Council (SAC) on 
Refugee Assistance and Services was established by the California Department of Social 
Services (CDSS). 
 
The SAC meets periodically to analyze critical issues affecting refugees and assures citizen 
involvement in policy discussions crucial to the development of a cost-effective, sensitive, 
comprehensive, and successful refugee resettlement program.  The CDSS attempts to keep 
SAC informed on current issues affecting refugee resettlement in California and solicits advice 
from SAC on the administration of the refugee resettlement process.  The advice given to 
CDSS by SAC through formal recommendations and general discussions at SAC meetings has 
been given serious consideration by the CDSS and incorporated in the development of the 
refugee resettlement process in California. 
 
As specified in the SAC by-laws, the SAC is intended to represent a cross-section of 
experience from all sectors involved in or affected by the refugee resettlement process.  Thus, 
the 15 members of SAC are selected considering ethnic representation, expertise, 
constituency, geographical location, and association representation.  Membership is defined by 
two categories, public members and organizational/agency members.  Appointments are as 
follows: 
 

• Seven positions are held by members of the public refugee community selected from 
nominations made by Mutual Assistance Associations, Voluntary Resettlement Agencies, 
service providers, and other interested organizations on a statewide basis. 
 

• Nine organizational/agency positions have been allocated.  One nominee is submitted by 
each of the following to fill these positions: 

 
  - Governor's Office 
  - California State Refugee Forums 
  - Joint VOLAG Committee 
  - Director, California Department of Health Services 
  - Chief, Refugee Programs Branch 
  - County Welfare Director's Association 
  - County Refugee Coordinators 
  - Local Refugee Health Program Coordinators 

 
The seven public members serve for three-year terms beginning at the date in which approval 
is provided by the CDSS.  Public members are allowed only two consecutive terms.  The nine 
organizational/agency members serve for three-year terms as well beginning at the date at 
which approval is provided by the CDSS and commencing September 30 three years from that 
date.  Organizational/agency members are allowed as many consecutive terms as their 
nominating agency so chooses. 
 
Members do not receive a salary for serving on the SAC, but are reimbursed for travel 
expenses incurred to attend the meetings, in accordance with CDSS travel policies. 
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      Chair                    
 Jamal Al-Fakhouri, Regional Director                        
  International Rescue Committee                                    

SAC Members 1460 Koll Circle, Suite B                                                 
  San Jose, California 95112                                             
  Phone:  (408) 453-3536 Fax:  (408) 453-1088               
  jamal@sj.intrescom.org                                                    
                                                                          
Diana Aslanian, Director Vice-Chair 
International Institute of Los Angeles                            John Tran, Refugee Coordinator 
3845 Selig Place                                                            Department of Workforce & Benefits Administration 
Los Angeles, California 90030                                      24100 Amador Street, 6th Floor 
Phone:  (323) 224-3800 Fax:  (323) 224-3810              Hayward, California 94544-1203 
iilaess@earthlink.net                                                     Phone:  (510) 259-2996 Fax:  (510) 259-3880 
Term Expiration:  June 30, 2005                                   JTran@acgov.org 
                                                                         Term Expiration:  September 30, 2005 
Laura Hardcastle, Chief                                            
Refugee Health Section                                                 Megan Mai Bui, Director 
California Department of Health Services                     Southeast Asian Community Center   
Sacramento, California 9589                                         91415 Koll Circle, Suite 108 
P.O. Box 997413, MS 5204                                           San Jose, California 95112 
Phone:  (916) 552-8268 Fax:  (916) 552-8260              Phone:  (408) 436-8438 Fax:  (408) 436-8745 
lhardcas@dhs.ca.gov                                                    seaccmegan@juno.com 
Term Expiration:  September 30, 2006 Term Expiration:  June 1, 2005 
 

Walter Lam, President                                                 Alex Chernyetsky   
Alliance for African Assistance                                       Dare and Associates   
952 El Cajon Boulevard                                                  2999 Fulton Avenue 
San Diego, California 92115                                          Sacramento, California 95821    
Phone:  (619) 286-9052 Fax:  (619) 286-9053               Phone:  (916) 997-4753 Fax:  (916) 485-6415 
wl@alliance-for-africa.org                                               alexc@surewest.net  
Term Expiration:  June 1, 2005                                          
   
Carolyn Lynch, Manager                                             Julie Hornback, Director  
Refugee Health Program                                               Department of Employment and 
County of Sacramento                                                   Temporary Assistance 
Department of Health and Human Services                  P.O. Box 1912 
4600 Broadway, Suite 2100                                          4499 East Kings Canyon Road 
Sacramento, California 95820                                       Fresno, California 93750-0001 
Phone:  (916) 874-9808 Fax:  (916) 874-3629              Phone:  (559) 453-6407 Fax:  (559) 453-4920  
lynchc@saccounty.net                               JHornback@co.fresno.ca.us    
Term Expiration:  September 30, 2006                          Term Expiration:  December 31, 2006 

 

Agustin Prado, President                                            Reza Odabaee, Manager  
Prado Signs                                                                   Refugee Employment   
9546 West Washington Boulevard                              Catholic Charities of San Jose   
Culver City, California 90230                                         2625 Zanker Road, Suite 201      
Phone:  (310) 837-1244 Fax:  (310) 837-4166              San Jose, California 95134-2107 
 Apra2@aol.com                                                            Phone:  (408) 325-5170 Fax:  (408) 944-0347 
                                                                          reza@ccsj.org  

Sergei Shkurkin, CEO                                                  Ahmed Sahid, Program Director  
Sergei Shkurkin and Associates                                    Union of Pan Asian Communities  
1029 Clark Court                                                            5296 University Avenue, Suite F2G 
Davis, California 95616                                                  San Diego, California 92105 
Phone:  (916) 837-9050 Fax:  (530) 750-5654              Phone:  (619) 286-8880 Fax: (619)229-2266 
shkurkin@pfdi.net                                                          pvang@fresno.ca.gov 
Term Expiration:  June 30, 2005                                    Term Expiration:  June 1, 2006 
                                                                          
 

Dr. Farid Younos                                                          Peter Vang, Staff Analyst 
Afghan Coalition                                                             Refugee Community Liaison 
39155 Liberty Street, Suite 420    Fresno County Human Services System 
Fremont, California 94538                                             2600 Ventura 
Phone:  (510) 574-2184 Fax:  (510) 574-2185              Fresno, California 93750-0001  
younos@sbcglobal.net                                                  Phone:  (559) 453-6692 Fax:  (559) 453-6100 
Term Expiration:  September 30, 2006                          Asahid@upacsd.com    
                                                                         Term Expiration June 1, 2005 
   

  


